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Our school requires background checks for all volunteers who 
may have 1:1 contact with students. We URGE you to 
complete the MCS Volunteer Form located on the Community 
Tab at www.ncmcs.org now at the start of the school year so 
that you are covered. Moore County Schools will now require 
parents to complete this form yearly. 
 
Only approved volunteers are allowed for school activities 
where a child may have 1:1 contact with an adult. Some 
examples are classroom volunteers, field trips, off campus 
celebrations, incentive days, field days, and cafeteria or 
classroom coverage times.  
 
Because this list is not exhaustive, and we wish for you to be 
able to participate as often as possible, complete the form 
NOW so that you will be sure to not miss a thing! A member of 
our staff  will contact you once you have been approved. If you 
submit a form, and haven’t heard back within three weeks, 
please reach out to our receptionist to see the status of your 
application. The length of time the approval takes is 
dependent on the number of places an individual has lived 
which means some return in a couple of days; others take 
weeks. At the beginning of the year when so many forms are 
being sent in, it may take a bit longer. 
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Dear Families, 
 
As we embark on an exciting homecoming this year, we welcome you 
to 
our Dolphin Family! Pinehurst Elementary School is a warm and 
inviting place to learn where high expectations for every child are 
observable. We live our mission “Relentlessly Committed to Learning 
for ALL” by ensuring each member of our school community constantly 
seeks to grow – not only our students, but also the many adults who 
support their learning at school and at home. 
 
We welcome you to our school! Know that you’ll find a home here for 
your child to be loved and challenged and that we are grateful to share 
in your family’s elementary schooling story. Get involved and be part of 
creating memories and learning that will last long past your child’s time 
at PES! We are glad you are here with us! 
 
Warm regards, 
 
Ashlee Ciccone 
Principal 
 
 
 
aciccone@ncmcs.org 
 
 

 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Can I come eat lunch with my child? 
Absolutely! In fact, we encourage you to do so. For kindergarteners, we 
suggest you wait a couple of weeks before doing so as it is really hard for our 
little ones to say goodbye again in the middle of the day. Let them get 
situated with school routines and schedules and come on! You must always 
sign in the front office before approaching the cafeteria.  
 
Can parents volunteer in the classroom? 
Parents are welcome to volunteer. Please contact your child’s teacher to see 
what would be helpful to him or her. We can also use help in Specials classes 
like PE, Art and the media center.  Be sure you have your volunteer form 
completed before signing up with a teacher to volunteer! 
 
We arrive in carpool and there is no adult there – it’s already 7:30 or 
later. What do I do? 
You should bring your child into the office and sign him/her in. The student 
will receive a slip to enter the classroom.  
 
How do I change my child’s transportation plan for today? 
Prior to 2:10pm, you can make the change on the PikMyKid app. In an 
emergency, please contact the front office for support.  
 
How do I check my child out of school early? 
Come into the front office and sign your child out. Students are called from 
class once the parent is in the office. We do not dismiss students between 
2pm and 2:30pm.  
 
My child is absent today. Should I call the school to let them know? 
On days your child is absent, please email your child’s teacher to let him/her 
know the reason or send a note the next day in your child’s folder. The front 
office does not need to be notified. 
 
How many days of school can a child miss in North Carolina? 
Did you know that students who miss more 10% of school days are 
considered habitually absent? You will be notified of your child’s attendance 
concerns beginning at 3 unexcused absences. At 10 days, you will be asked 
to work with our social worker to develop a plan for improved attendance. 
Students who miss 20 or more days (excused OR unexcused) may be 
retained. 
 
Can I make cupcakes or treats for my child’s classroom? 
Items brought for classroom celebrations must be store bought with labels 
attached and must be safe for all students (even those with allergies). Any 
items brought not meeting these criteria will be returned to the parent. Treat 
items are requested during special celebration times. Non-edible items are 
allowed for birthdays. We do not use edible items for birthdays. 
 
How can I view my child’s attendance or grades at home? 
A form for parental access to Powerschool is provided at the start of the year. 
If you need one later in the year, our front office staff can assist you. You will 
need a photo id to receive a code that will help you launch an account. This 
system allows you to see all attendance as well as grades for students in 
grades 3-5. This only has to be done one time and you will have access as 
long as your child remains in Moore County Schools. 
 
How can I set up an account for my child’s cafeteria purchases? 
In order to set up an account for prepaying your child’s purchases, visit 
https://www.k12paymentcenter.com. You will need your child’s Powerschool 
number provided to you at the start of the school year. If you need it again, 
please contact our front office and we will be happy to assist you. 
 
Where can I find the Student Dress Code? 
The MCS Dress Code may be found at www.ncmcs.org under the Parent 
Tab. Select “Student/Parent Resources”. 
 
 
 

 

Volunteer Approval Forms 

The Pinehurst Parent Teacher 
Association (PTA) works closely 
with our school staff to support 
our teachers. We encourage 
parents to join us in this 
productive endeavor as we 
support student learning for all.  
 
Our PTA can be reached at 
PinehurstElementaryPTA@gmail.com 
 
President: Brooke Hux 
Vice President: Jessica Madden 
2nd Vice President: Amanda 
Wysocki 
Treasurer: Jennifer Marriott 
Treasurer Assistant: Katelin 
Hunseker 
Secretary: Mary Peters 
Secretary Assistant: Teryn Odom 
 

http://www.ncmcs.org/
http://www.ncmcs.org/pes
mailto:aciccone@ncmcs.org
https://www.k12paymentcenter.com/
http://www.ncmcs.org/
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SCHOOL HOURS 
The school day begins at 7:30 and ends 

at 2:30pm. Students may arrive on 

campus at 7:05 and report to their grade 

level area. We cannot be responsible for 

children left at school before 7:05 or after 
2:45pm. Students will be placed in After 

School Daycare for a charge of $10 if not 

picked up by 2:45pm. 
 

CARPOOL PROCEDURES 
Each day more than 300 students arrive 

by car to our school. Please support a 

safe arrival and dismissal by following our 

procedures. 

 

Mornings: 
The carpool line is accessed by turning 

right into the school driveway on Dundee 

Road. Students may be dropped off at 
7:05am. 

 

• Pull forward all the way around the 

circle before unloading. 

• The circle is the only area for 

dropping students off.  

 
Buses drop in the side parking lot. 

This lot is closed to parents. 
 

Afternoons: 
To access your child by carpool, you may 
use the PikMyKid app to add your car into 

the line when arriving on campus. You 

will also receive a code that you can 

show to a staff member to receive your 

student in the carpool line.  
Students who live within 1.5 miles of PES 

may be registered as walkers. See p. 5 

for additional requirements for walkers. 

 
Student Drop Off 

Information 
 

Students may be dropped off 
in the carpool line starting at 

7:05am. 
 

Upon arriving, students report 
to their grade level areas. 

Breakfast will be available to 
grab and take to class. 

 
 

Birthday Celebrations 
Pinehurst Elementary is 
committed to celebrating 

student birthdays throughout 
the year. We will celebrate as 
a school with monthly extra 

recess activities. If you would 
like to celebrate with your 

child’s class on your child’s 
birthday, a non-food item or 
activity will be permitted. We 

do not celebrate with food 
items. 

 
Our PTA will also provide a 

birthday book service this year 
to make your child feel special 

on their day!  
 

Other Celebrations 
For holiday and other 

celebrations, your child’s 
teacher will communicate 

acceptable treats. 
 

HOMEMADE GOODS will not 
be acceptable for any school 

related activities or 
celebrations. All items for 

holiday celebrations must be 
store bought with labels. 

 
VISITORS 

All visitors on our 
campus are 

required to enter 
the front office and 

sign in before 
reporting 

anywhere else on 
campus. 

 

MCS  
Student Code of 

Conduct 

Appropriate behavior in the school 

setting provides each child with the 

most favorable atmosphere for 

learning. All students are expected to 

comply with the rules and regulations 

as outlined in the Moore County 

Schools Code of Student Conduct. 

The Code of Conduct applies to any 

student who is on school property, in 

school vehicles, who is attending a 

school sponsored activity or whose 

conduct at any time interferes with or 

obstructs the missions or operations 

of the school or the safety and 

welfare of students or employees.  

Thoroughly familiarize yourself with 

this “Code of Conduct” that is 

provided to you. It can also be found 

on the MCS Website at 

www.ncmcs.org. Select Board of 

Education and then policies. The 

policy number for the Code of 

Student Conduct is 6401. 

 

RETURN TO 
SCHOOL POLICY 

According to the MCS 

Communicable Disease Policy, 

students with a fever of 100.4 

degrees or higher will be sent home 

from school. The student should be 

fever-free for 24 hours (without 

fever-reducing medicine) before 

returning to school. Students who 

vomit and/or have diarrhea should 

be kept at home until the illness is 

over and for 24 hours after the last 

episode. If you have any questions 

regarding this policy, please contact 

the front office or the school nurse. 

The communicable disease 

guidelines can be found on the 

Moore County School website under 

the Parent Resources Tab.. 

 
 

BUS TRANSPORTATION 
Requests for service can be made 

through our front office or through 
the MCS Transportation Department 

at 947-5481. Setting up a new stop 

requires a five day wait. Students 

are not allowed to change stops on 

the bus or to have friends ride with 
them. 

 

 

 

 

ABSENCES 
 A student must be present at least 

one-half of the instructional day in 

order to be considered present. A 

half day is considered 11:00am. 

Parents are responsible for sending 
in a note within 2 days of an 

absence for it to be given 

consideration as an excused 

absence. Absences are routinely 

excused for 

• Student illness or injury 

• Medical/Dental Appointment 

• Death in family 

• Quarantine 

• Court Attendance 

• Religious Observance 

 

Absences for educational activities 

and deployment activities for our 

military affiliated families may be 

excused at the discretion of the 
principal. The request for either of 

these must occur before the 

absence and be requested in writing 

to Mrs. Ciccone per MCS Board 

Policy. 
All other absences outside of the 

above will be recorded as 

unexcused. MCS Policy states that 

children in grades K-8 who are 

absent more than 20 days during a 

year shall be referred to an 
interdisciplinary attendance com-

mittee which shall determine if the 

student should be retained. We 

encourage you to make doctor 

appointments after school hours.   
 

LUNCH VISITS 

Parents are welcome to eat lunch 

with their children. Parents must 

check in the front office before 
reporting to the cafeteria. We know 

that younger siblings would love to 

access the playground when here 

sometimes. Please note that only 

PES students are allowed on the 
playground during school hours.  

 
 

 
 
 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Please notify the school of any 

changes in contact numbers or 

address so that we may always find 

you in the event of an emergency. A 
new proof of domicile will be required 

for address changes to be made in our 

records or to change bus routes. 
 

SCHOOL MESSENGER 

Weekly phone/email messages are 

sent by the administration of PES to 

provide reminders of events at school 

and other important calendar 

information. This system may also be 
used to notify parents of a more urgent 

matter, such as school closings, bus 

delays, etc. If you do not receive these 

calls and emails, please contact the 

front office. 

 
SOCIAL MEDIA 

Our school routinely uses social media 

like Twitter and Facebook to promote 

school events, student learning and 

exciting news. If you do not wish for 
your child to be used in any of these 

types of promotion, you must provide 

this request to Mrs. Ciccone in writing 

within the first 30 days of school. We 

will work with our team to ensure your 
request is met. 

 
EARLY RELEASE DATES 

Students are released at 11:30am on 

Early Release dates. The following 
dates are scheduled for early release 
this school year: October 27, 
December 15, March 15, and June 7. 
 
After School Daycare services are 
provided for those who regularly attend 

ASDC on all early release dates 
EXCEPT December 15 and June 7. 

 

 

BUS RULES 
 

Bus safety is a top priority. We 
expect each student to exhibit 

acceptable behavior while on the 
bus. Riding the bus is a privilege. 

 
Bus Rules include: 

 
1. Respectfully obey the 

directions from the driver. 
2. Students must get on and off 

the bus at their designated 
stop. 

3. Students must remain seated 
on the bus. No standing or 
walking while the bus is in 
motion. 

4. Students must ride assigned 
bus. 

5. Students must be at assigned 
bus stop each morning on 
time. 

6. Students may not eat or drink 
on the bus. 

7. Students must hold their 
books, book bag, etc. on their 
laps. 

8. Students must speak at an 
appropriate volume.  

9. Students must not fight; keep 
hands, feet and objects to 
themselves. 
Students must not engage in 
any activity that distracts the 

driver, interferes with the safe 
operation of the bus, or inflicts 
physical or emotional harm on 

others  
CONSEQUENCES include: 

• Driver warns student and logs 
misbehavior. 

• Parent is notified by phone or 
note. 

 
Student is suspended from the bus 
from one to three days or longer 
according to the seriousness 
and/or frequency of infraction. 
 

Fighting on the bus will result in 
immediate bus suspension for all 

participants and possible 
suspension from school. Parents 

must provide transportation when a 
child is suspended from the bus. 

Any absences during this time will 
be considered unexcused. 

 
IT IS UNLAWFUL FOR A 

PARENT OR OTHER 
ADULT TO BOARD A BUS 

FOR THE EXPRESS 
PURPOSE OF 

CONFRONTING THE 
DRIVER. OR STUDENTS. 

INSTANCES SUCH AS 
THIS WILL RESULT IN A 

REPORT TO THE 
SCHOOL RESOURCE 

OFFICER AND CHARGES 
WILL BE FILED. 

 
 

 

 

TARDIES 
 

Students are considered tardy when 

they are not yet in their classrooms 

when the tardy bell rings. If you bring 

your child to school after the 7:30 bell, 
you MUST walk in to the office to 

sign your child into school.  
 

EARLY DISMISSAL 
Checking children out early disrupts 

the learning of all the children in the 

classroom. Students may be checked 
out prior to 2pm. No early dismissals 
will be permitted after 2pm. To 

protect instructional time, the 

individual checking a student out must 

be present before a student will be 
called from the classroom. Office staff 

will check the identification of any 

adult requesting to check out a child if 

he/she does not personally know the 

adult. 
VOLUNTEERS 

The efforts of our community 

volunteers play a significant role in the 

programming at our school. All 

volunteers must complete a Volunteer 
Application to be able to participate in 

classroom events, field trips, etc. This 

form is located on the Community Tab 

at www.ncmcs.org. This form must be 

completed each year.  

PET POLICY 
No leashed or unleashed pets are 

permitted on campus between the 
hours of 7:00am-5:45pm. Service 

animals are an exception to this 

policy. 

 
PERSONAL BELONGINGS 

 
Items like toys and collectibles from 

home should not be brought to 

school. Money and other valuables 

should only be sent when there is a 

definite need. No electronic devices, 
trading cards, stuffed animals, etc. 

should be brought to school except 

at the discretion of the classroom 

teacher for a specially designated 

day. Items causing disruptions to the 
school day will be held for parents to 

pick up. The school will not be held 

responsible for personal items that 

are lost, stolen or broken. 
Absolutely NO knives or pocket 
knives, guns, or weapons – or 
replicas or toy versions of these 
items - are allowed at school. 
 

DELIVERIES AT SCHOOL 
We do not accept deliveries for 
students at school to include items 

such as balloons, flowers, or food 

from area restaurants.  

 
EMERGENCY SCHOOL CLOSING 

INFORMATION 
If a decision is made to close school 

due to inclement weather, local 

television and radio stations will 

broadcast this information. MCS will 
post school closings on their 

website. Parents will receive a 

School Messenger call. 

 
MEDICATION 

Any medications that need to be 

administered at school must be 

brought to the school by the parent. 
STUDENTS MAY NOT BRING 
MEDICATION. All medications must 

be received with our medication form 

completed by the doctor (including 

over-the-counter medications.) 

 

 

 
SCHOOL FEES 

MCS establishes a schedule of fees 
which are charged to students to 

supplement the educational program 

for students. Fees are $10.00. If you 

feel you cannot afford to pay school 

fees, please request an “Application 
for Waiver or Reduction of Fees” from 

the office. This form must be returned 

to Mrs. Ciccone. She will notify you of 

the decision. 

 
TRANSPORTATION CHANGES 

Please be sure your child knows how 

he/she is going home each day. 

Changes to transportation should be 

made in the PikMyKid app by 2:10 
each day. If you have an emergency, 

please contact our front office for 

support. 

 

 

http://www.ncmcs.org/
http://www.ncmcs.org/


 
 
 

      STUDENT DRESS CODE  
Students are expected to adhere to 
standards of dress and appearance. 
Our guiding principles for the student 
dress code are similar to those 
experienced and expected in the 
workplace: attire that furthers health 
and safety of students and staff, 
enables the educational process, and 
facilitates the operations of the school.  
Parents are asked to partner with the 
school district to monitor student attire 
to help adhere to the guiding principles 
set forth in the policy. 
 
To promote these goals, students 
may not wear or carry clothing, 
jewelry, book bags, or other 
personal articles that: 

1. Depict profanity, vulgarity, 
obscenity, or violence; 

2. Promote the use or abuse of 
alcohol, tobacco, or illegal 
drugs; 

3. Are prohibited under Policy 
6401 III-8 (Gang and Gang 
Related Activity) or any other 
provision of the Code of 
Student Conduct; 

4. Threaten the health or safety of 
staff or students; or 

5. Are reasonably likely to create a 
substantial disruption of the 
educational process or 
operations of the school. 

Specifically: 

Students must wear clothing that 
covers their skin from chest to mid-
thigh with opaque (non-see-through) 
fabric in front, back, and on the sides. 

• Students must wear shoes at all 
times except when changing for 
physical education or athletic 
practices or events or when 
specifically directed otherwise by a 
teacher or administrator. 

• Clothing must cover undergarments. 
• Breasts, genitals and buttocks must 

be covered with opaque (non-see-
through) fabric. 

• Clothing must be suitable for all 
scheduled classroom activities 
including physical education, science 
labs, wood shop, and other activities 
where unique hazards exist. 

 

As part of the Moore County 

Schools Safety Plan, ALL visitors 

must report to the front office 

upon arrival on our campus. 

Visitors are expected to sign in 

and wear a visitor’s badge. 

Parents wishing to conference 

individually with a teacher must 

     

    

 

 
BUS RULES 

 
Bus safety is a top priority. We 
expect each student to exhibit 

acceptable behavior while on the 
bus. Riding the bus is a privilege. 

 
Bus Rules include: 

 
1. Respectfully obey the directions 

from the driver. 
2. Students must get on and off 

the bus at their designated stop. 
3. Students must remain seated 

on the bus. No standing or 
walking while the bus is in 
motion. 

4. Students must ride assigned 
bus. 

5. Students must be at assigned 
bus stop each morning on time. 

6. Students may not eat or drink 
on the bus. 

7. Students must hold their books, 
book bag, etc. on their laps. 

8. Students must speak at an 
appropriate volume.  

9. Students must not fight; keep 
hands, feet and objects to 
themselves. 

10. Students must not engage in 
any activity that distracts the 
driver, interferes with the safe 
operation of the bus, or inflicts 
physical or emotional harm on 
others. 
 

CONSEQUENCES include: 
• Driver warns student and logs 

misbehavior. 
• Parent is notified by phone or 

note. 
• Student is suspended from the 

bus from one to three days or 
longer according to the 
seriousness and/or frequency of 
the behavior. 

Fighting on the bus will result in 
immediate bus suspension for all 

participants and possible suspension from 
school. Parents must provide 

transportation when a child is suspended 
from the bus. Any absences during this 

time will be considered unexcused. 
 
IT IS UNLAWFUL FOR A PARENT 
OR OTHER ADULT TO BOARD A 

BUS FOR THE EXPRESS PURPOSE 
OF CONFRONTING THE DRIVER. 
OR STUDENTS. INSTANCES SUCH 

AS THIS WILL RESULT IN A 
REPORT TO THE SCHOOL 
RESOURCE OFFICER AND 
CHARGES WILL BE FILED. 

            PTA INFORMATION 
 
The Pinehurst Parent Teacher 
Association (PTA) works closely with 
our school staff to support our 
teachers. We encourage parents to 
join us in this productive endeavor as 
we support student learning for all.  
 
Our PTA can be reached at 
PinehurstElementaryPTA@gmail.com 
 
President: Brooke Hux 
Vice President: Jessica Madden 
2nd Vice President: Amanda 
Wysocki 
Treasurer: Jennifer Marriott 
Assistant Treasurer: Katelin 
Hunzeker 
Secretary: Mary Peters 
Assistant Secretary: Teryn Odom 

 
BIRTHDAY BOOKS 

 
PTA sponsors Birthday Books 

throughout the year to celebrate 
children’s birthdays. Parents may 

choose to have their children 
celebrated by completing the PTA 

birthday form. Students’ names are 
announced on the morning 

announcements once per week. 
Books are then donated to the school 

library in honor of your child’s 
birthday. 

 
FUNDRAISERS 

 
Our PTA organizes fundraisers in the 

fall and the spring to support our 
instructional program. Details will be 

provided as they are finalized! 
 

DOLPHIN DADS 
We love to have our dads participate 

in activities throughout the year. 
Specific activities will be shared for 

dads to come help with carpool, lunch, 
and recess on certain days to hang 
out with our students and be part of 

our school culture!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Can I come eat lunch with my child? 
Absolutely! In fact, we encourage you to do so. For kindergarteners, we suggest you wait a 
couple of weeks before doing so as it is really hard for our little ones to say goodbye again in 
the middle of the day. Let them get situated with school routines and schedules and come on! 
You must always sign in the front office before approaching the cafeteria.  
 
Can parents volunteer in the classroom? 
Parents are welcome to volunteer. Please contact your child’s teacher to see what would be 
helpful to him or her. We can also use help in Specials classes like PE, Art and the media 
center.  Be sure you have your volunteer form completed before signing up with a 
teacher to volunteer! 
 
We arrive in carpool and there is no adult there – it’s already 7:30 or later. What do I do? 
You should bring your child into the office and sign him/her in. The student will receive a slip to 
enter the classroom.  
 
How do I change my child’s transportation plan for today? 
Prior to 2:10pm, you can make the change on the PikMyKid app. In an emergency, please 
contact the front office for support.  
 
How do I check my child out of school early? 
Come into the front office and sign your child out. Students are called from class once the 
parent is in the office. We do not dismiss students between 2pm and 2:30pm.  
 
My child is absent today. Should I call the school to let them know? 
On days your child is absent, please email your child’s teacher to let him/her know the reason 
or send a note the next day in your child’s folder. The front office does not need to be notified. 
 
How many days of school can a child miss in North Carolina? 
Did you know that students who miss more 10% of school days are considered habitually 
absent? You will be notified of your child’s attendance concerns beginning at 3 unexcused 
absences. At 10 days, you will be asked to work with our social worker to develop a plan for 
improved attendance. Students who miss 20 or more days (excused OR unexcused) may be 
retained. 
 
Can I make cupcakes or treats for my child’s classroom? 
Items brought for classroom celebrations must be store bought with labels attached and must 
be safe for all students (even those with allergies). Any items brought not meeting these criteria 
will be returned to the parent. Treat items are requested during special celebration times. Non-
edible items are allowed for birthdays. We do not use edible items for birthdays. 
 
How can I view my child’s attendance or grades at home? 
A form for parental access to Powerschool is provided at the start of the year. If you need one 
later in the year, our front office staff can assist you. You will need a photo id to receive a code 
that will help you launch an account. This system allows you to see all attendance as well as 
grades for students in grades 3-5. This only has to be done one time and you will have access 
as long as your child remains in Moore County Schools. 
 
How can I set up an account for my child’s cafeteria purchases? 
In order to set up an account for prepaying your child’s purchases, visit 
https://www.k12paymentcenter.com. You will need your child’s Powerschool number provided 
to you at the start of the school year. If you need it again, please contact our front office and we 
will be happy to assist you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

      STUDENT DRESS CODE 

• Specialized courses may require 
specialized attire, such as sports 
uniforms or safety gear. 

• Head coverings that conceal identity 
or prohibit the identification of 
students or impede the learning 
process are generally prohibited in 
the school building.  However, 
students may wear head coverings in 
the school building as an expression 
of sincerely held religious belief (e.g., 
hijabs or yarmulkes) or cultural 
expression (e.g., geles) or to 
reasonably accommodate medical or 
disability-related issues (e.g., 
protective helmets).tructs the 
missions or Enforcement: 
Any school dress code 
enforcement actions should 
minimize the potential loss of 
educational time. When a school 
staff member or school 
administrator discusses a dress or 
grooming violation with a student, 
the adult should be the same 
gender as the student if 
practicable. Staff concerns about 
student attire should be discussed 
discretely and out of earshot of 
other students to the extent 
practicable. Teachers or staff 
discussing a dress or grooming 
violation with a student should 
present options for obtaining 
appropriate clothing (e.g., school 
clothing closet) or otherwise 
complying with this dress code 
(e.g., removing a problematic item). 
School-directed changes to a 
student’s attire or grooming should 
be the least restrictive and 
disruptive to the student’s school 
day. 

Applicability: 
This policy is to be applied fairly and 
consistently without regard to race, 
gender, or other inherent traits or 
characteristics.  Principals or their 
designees shall make reasonable 
accommodations for religious, 
educational, medical, or disability-
related reasons and for cultural 
celebrations.  
 
This policy does not apply to school-
sanctioned uniforms and costumes 
approved for athletics, choral, band, 
dance, or dramatic performances.  
Except as specifically noted in this 
policy based on an exception or 
accommodation, this policy applies at all 
times when students are present on 
school property or in attendance at 
official, school-sponsored events.  

fare of students or employees. 

 

.  

MCS BUS RIDING 
POLICY REQUIRES 

STUDENTS TO 
RIDE THE BUS AT 

LEAST ONCE 
EVERY 10 DAYS TO 
REMAIN ON THE 

BUS ROSTER. 

https://www.k12paymentcenter.com/
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INTERIM REPORTS AND REPORT CARDS 
Progress reports are sent home each nine 

weeks at the midpoint for all students. 

Parents are expected to sign and return this 

interim. Parents of students in grades 3-5 

always have access to student grades using 
the Parent Portal through PowerSchool. 

Information for enrolling in the Parent Portal 

will be sent home at the start of the school 

year. You may also contact our data 

manager, Colby Wortham, for information 
during the school year if needed. 

 
INTERIM REPORT DATES 

Weeks of: September 26, December 5, 

February 27, May 8 
 

REPORT CARD DATES 
November 4*, February 6, April 5, June 9 

**The first report card date requires parents 

to meet with the child’s teacher in order to 
receive the report card. 

 
SCHOOL/FAMILY COMMUNICATION 

Our team believes in maintaining constant 

communication with you to ensure success 
for your child. Important information that 

should be shared with families including 

student work and fliers from the school, the 

PTA, and the local community will be sent 
home on Mondays in your child’s 

communication folder. Please check this 

folder at the start of each week. Teachers 

send home a weekly newsletter via PikmyKid 
as well to families. Please let your child’s 
teacher know if you are not receiving 
these weekly pieces of communication.  
 

COMMUNICATION WITH FACULTY 
Our faculty prides itself on being responsive 

to your questions and concerns. Please allow 
24 hours for phone calls and emails to be 

returned when received during the business 

week. Requests received during weekends 

will be responded to on the day school 

resumes. 
LOST & FOUND 

 
Students may check the lost and found daily 

in the cafeteria or at other times with teacher 

permission. Items are put on display in the 

cafeteria throughout the year and then 
donated to local charities once families have 

had time to claim their missing items. 

Families are notified prior to items being 

donated to provide time for you to come look! 

 
 

CAFETERIA 
PROCEDURES 

Breakfast $1.75 
Lunch $3.00 

 
A la carte items will be available 

for purchase for snacks. 
 

Online pre-pay is available 

through the website: 

www.lunchprepay.com or by 

writing a check payable to the 

Pinehurst Elementary School 

Cafeteria. 

 

Families MUST apply each 

year to receive free/reduced 

lunch status. Applications are 

mailed to each household in 

MCS each year and are also 

available in the front office. 

Those students who received 
free/reduced lunch last year 

must  re-apply within the first 

10 days of school for 

continuation of status. 
 

NON-DISCRIMINATION 
POLICY 

 
It is the policy of Moore 

County Schools and 

Pinehurst Elementary School 

not to discriminate against 

any qualified disabled person 

solely by reason of his/her 

disability, in admission, or 

access to, or treatment in, 

any program, or activity 

sponsored by the school. 

Inquiries regarding 

compliance to the policy 

should be directed to the 

principal. 

 

 
 
 

 
        TWITTER 

 
Follow us! 

 
@ashlee_ciccone 
 
@PinehurstPTA 

 
 

INSTAGRAM 
@pinehurstelementaryschool 

 
 

FACEBOOK 
 

Like us! 
 

Pinehurst 
Elementary 

School 
 

Pinehurst 
Elementary 
School PTA 

 
School Colors 

Light Blue, Navy 
Blue and  

White 
 
 

Mascot 
Dolphin 

 
Link Your 

Rewards Cards to 
PES at Lowe’s 

Foods and Harris 
Teeter! 

GRIEVANCE POLICY 
Our teachers strive to maintain open 

lines of communication with families 

in an effort to provide an environment 

that is conducive to all students being 

successful. Any concerns or 
questions about events in your child’s 

classroom should first be discussed 

with the child’s teacher. If a parent is 

not satisfied after working with the 

teacher, please contact your school 
administrators. 

 
EXCEPTIONAL EDUCATION 

RESOURCE PROGRAM 
The Exceptional Education Program 
at PES services students with a 

variety of disabilities including 

learning disabilities, developmental 

delays and other health impairments. 

The program addresses the needs of 
these students through small group 

resource settings and inclusion in the 

regular classroom. Please contact our 

administrators with any questions 

about this program. 
 

SPEECH and LANGUAGE 
The Speech and Language Impaired 

Program provides services to children 

who qualify in the areas of 
articulation, fluency, voice, language 

and vocabulary. Students are served 

in one-to-one or small groups to 

target the areas of need. Therapy 

occurs in the therapy room or in the 
regular classroom dependent upon 

the needs of the child. If you have 

questions about speech/language 

services, please contact Grace 

Driesbaugh. She can be reached at 
gdriesbaugh@ncmcs.org. 
 

COUNSELING 
The counseling program at PES 

offers both individual and group 

counseling as appropriate. Our 
counselor assists students in dealing 

with academics, social needs and any 

other concerns associated with 

growing up. Whole class instruction is 

also taught in the classroom. Our 
school counselor, Angie Vaksvik, is 

here to assist you. Her email is 

k ik@  

HOMEWORK POLICY 
Teachers assign homework to rein-

force content and skills already 

taught. Students should read nightly 

and we encourage families to spend 

time doing this together. Written 
homework is most often seen in the 

upper grade levels. Research is 

clear that best practice for students 

is to spend no more than 10 minutes 

on written homework per grade level. 
For example, a Kindergarten or First 

grade student should have no more 

than 10 minutes of homework, a 

Third Grade student 30 minutes and 

a Fifth Grade student 50 minutes. 
Please communicate with your 
child’s teacher if you have a 
concern over an extensive 
amount of time spent on 
homework. 
 

CONFERENCES 

We believe that the educational 

success of your child is a joint 

venture between the school and 
home. Parent Teacher conferences 

will be held in order to provide an 

opportunity to open lines of 

communication.  

• Parent/Teacher conferences 

will be held November 7 for the 
first report card and discussion 

will revolve around student 

progress and goals.  

• Conferences may also be  

requested by parents, 

teachers, or administration as 

the need arises and will be held 
at a mutually agreeable time.  

 
SCHOOL SOCIAL WORKER 

Our school social worker is on 

campus two days per week to 
provide services to families. 

Typically, a school social worker 

helps families with attendance needs 

and community resources to ensure 

student needs are met. Please 

contact Ms. Kelly any time you wish 
to speak with her. Her email is 

tkelly@ncmcs.org. 

 

 

 
 

 

ACADEMICALLY GIFTED 
PROGRAM 

 
Outstanding abilities are present in 

children across all cultural groups 
and across all economic strata. 

Teachers, school personnel and 

parents may initiate referrals for the 

AIG Program at PES. Students must 

meet specified criteria to receive 
services. If you have questions 

about this program, please contact 

our  

AIG Coordinator, Mrs. Tuttle, at 

ctuttle@ncmcs.org. Additional infor-
mation is provided on the Moore 

County Schools curriculum website 

under the Advanced Studies tab. 

 
RETENTION/PROMOTION 

Retention and promotion 

recommendations are made by 

teachers after reviewing both the 

student’s classroom work and the 

student’s scores on the End-of-
Grade tests for children in Grades 3-

5 or the End of Year Assessments in 

Grades K-2. North Carolina law 

provides that the principal makes the 

final decision in promotion and 
retention decisions. Parents are 

included in early and on-going 

conversations regarding student 

performance so that any decision to 

retain a student is communicated in 

advance. 
 

Problem-Solving Team 
Our school utilizes a problem-solving 

team made of grade level teachers, 

administrators, our school 
psychologist and other professionals 

as needed to ensure student needs 

are met. This team meets regularly 

to review learning outcomes for each 

child.  Should you have questions 
regarding your child’s performance 

or lack of progress, please contact 

Ms. Vaksvik who will ensure the 

team reviews your child’s case. She 

can be reached at 
avaksvik@ncmcs.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

ASSESSMENT PROCEDURES IN 
MOORE COUNTY SCHOOLS 

Students in grades K-5 are assessed 

routinely in different subjects on a 
school system based calendar. Parents 

will be provided assessment windows 

so that they can be part of 

conversations with teachers and their 

children. Results of such assessments 
are provided to families once the 

windows are completed.  

Assessments include: 

• mClass Reading Assessments (K-

3) 

• NC Check-Ins in reading (3-5), 

math (3-5)  & science (5) 

• iReady Diagnostics in reading and 

math (K-5) 
 

SNACKS 
Teachers will determine snack time and 

procedures for their classrooms. Please 
send in a healthy snack that is not 

messy! Fruits, veggies, crackers, etc 
are great choices. Students may also 
have a water bottle with water in the 
classroom throughout the day. Water 

helps us to keep the classroom 
environment clean from juice spills that 

interrupt learning. Note: Juice 
beverages are allowed for lunch. Some 
classrooms do have prohibited food 
items due to severe allergies. Please 
be sure to abide by these 
requirements when selecting snacks 
and or lunch items for your child. 
 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT TEAM 
The SIT meets monthly to ensure our 

school continues to improve. This team 

is made up of faculty members and two 

parent representatives elected  by our 

PTA members every two years. Meeting 
dates are located in your weekly email. 

 

 

 

ASDC 
 
 

  

Pinehurst Elementary 
School is proud to 
provide a valuable 

service to families with 
After-School Daycare. 

ASDC is provided each 
day after school except 

December 15 and  
June 7.  

ASDC is not available for 
drop in care. Families 
must register for the 

service and must stay 
current with billing. We 
are unable to provide 

service to families who 
fail to stay current with 

payment for ASDC. 
 

If you are interested in 
enrolling your child, 

enrollment forms can be 
downloaded from our 

website and sent to the 
office or completed in the 

front office with our 
school bookkeeper, Mrs. 

Scruggs. If you have 
questions about ASDC, 

please contact our 
Assistant Principal, Ms. 

McNeil. 
 
 

mailto:tkelly@ncmcs.org
mailto:ctuttle@ncmcs.org
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CARPOOL PROCEDURES AT PES 
 
Students may be dropped off beginning at 7:05 a.m. Students arriving 
prior to the 7:30 a.m. bell should walk their grade level area. Breakfast 
will be available to grab and go. Children arriving at school after 7:30 
a.m. are considered tardy and need to check in with a parent at the 

office. 
 

For both morning and afternoon carpool, parents will use Dundee Road 
to take a right into the school parking lot. When exiting the school, all 

cars will turn right onto Dundee Rd.  
Pinehurst Police Department will be on hand to assist during both 

carpool times daily. 
 
MORNING: 

• ALL Car Riders enter the school entrance using a right turn from 
Dundee Road into the parking lot. 

• Students are to exit cars from the passenger side only. 
• Students may not be dropped off on surrounding streets to walk to 

school. 
 
AFTERNOON: 

• All students who carpool will be dismissed in the order their cars 
are lined up in the carpool line according to the order in the 
PikMyKid app. 
 

 
Afternoon Carpool: 
 
Parents will use the PikMyKid app to announce when they arrive on 
campus. This app allows our staff to see in real time which parents are 
in line. A printed code will be available to those who are not registered 
for our system. Parents may give this code/number to the staff member 
on duty. Our staff will help anyone who needs support. 
 
ALL students will be placed in the car using the passenger side 
door.  
 

               
             

 

 STUDENTS WHO WALK HOME FROM PINEHURST ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

As allowed by NC statute, students who live within 1.5 miles of Pinehurst Elementary School 
may walk to and from school.  

 
The following parameters are required for a student to be a walker at PES: 

 
To register as a walker with the school, the student must be domiciled within a 1.5 mile 
radius of 100 Dundee Rd. Homes to the west of the traffic circle regardless of distance will 
not be approved. 
 
Any student who will be a walker must be registered with the front office. The front office will 
provide access to this form if your child needs to be registered. It is also linked at the bottom 
of your weekly email. 
 
Students will be released at the double doors closest to the retaining pond each day.  
 
Students who live within the 1.5 mile radius of 100 Dundee Rd and are in grades 
kindergarten through second will be released to the individual named on PikMyKid for the 
day. 
 
Students who live in the Village Acres/Murdocksville Rd area and are within the 1.5 mile 
radius will be released only to the individuals named in PikMy Kid to be escorted home - for 
all grades - due to the safety concern of crossing Highway 211.  
 
Students who live in the Hwy 5/Linden Rd area and are within the 1.5 mile radius will be 
released only to the individual named in PikMyKid to be escorted home - for all grades - 
due to the safety concern of crossing Highway 5.  
 
Students in grades 3-5 who live within the 1.5 mile radius of 100 Dundee Road (excluding 
Hwy 211/5) will be released to walk home independently. 
 
Any child registered as a walker will be sent to the walker dismissal location unless the 
parent has notified the school using PikMyKid PRIOR to 2pm that the child will be picked up 
in carpool or riding the bus.  
 
Students who require an adult for release who are not picked up from the dismissal location 
by 2:50 will be sent to After School Daycare at a charge of $10 per day. 
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Type Reward 

Individual Classroom Store (Pod Days) 

Class 
Whole class points to be 

redeemed at PBIS classroom 
store 

Schoolwide 
 

Quarterly SWIM Days 
  

Positive Behavior Intervention Support (PBIS) at PES 
  

Pinehurst Elementary School believes in recognizing the positive acts that our students demonstrate. These choices keep our students safe and help to promote a comfortable community learning environment for all. 
  
Our faculty uses SWIM points to acknowledge positive student behavior. Your child will have the opportunity to earn SWIM points in all school settings from all staff members. Our school uses the acronym SWIM to remind students of appropriate 
choices at school. These expectations are taught at the start of the school year and repetitively throughout the school year. You can help at home by reinforcing this language. The expectations of school wide behavior are noted in the matrix 
posted here. 
 
Students are celebrated individually for their personal accomplishments. Each classroom will have a SWIM store that students will visit every 2nd and 4th Friday. Students have the choice to purchase on that day or save their points 
for a later purchase. SWIM points can be earned by the “Whole Class” and will be redeemed from the store as well.  
  
Our school celebrates quarterly “SWIM Days” for students who successfully earn at least 25 SWIM points within the quarter. Parents are notified prior to each quarterly SWIM Day regarding their child’s participation. Students 
earning less than 25 SWIM Cards will use the SWIM Day event time to reflect/practice expected behaviors and set goals. 
  
 

Recognitions 


	Handbook Page 1
	Handbook Page 2
	Handbook Page 3
	Handbook Page 4
	Handbook Page 5
	Handbook Page 6

